Larry

My father always wanted us to stay humble. Whenever
we thought we had it bad, he always let us know that
someone had it worse and would give pretty much
anything to be where we were at. He worked so we
could live the way we did, and he made sacrifices most
people wouldn’t have made so that us kids grew up
without needing anything from anybody. While he was
doing it, he would try and impart to us the importance of
empathy, to feel what others less fortunate were feeling.
I suppose every father has to set limits for his children,
but not every father explains why he sets those limits.
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-When we were kids, he never : v
- came from when we wanted new mys or whatevar how
his grandmother would grind up. spldei‘s for baby food for
him because they didn’t have enough food ‘how his.
father took care of those family members less fortunate
so that everyone could benefit from his good job in the
city, and how he wanted us to be when we grew up.

My dad gave us heaps, but his lessons meant just as
much. He taught me patience in all aspects of life,
maybe because he was always in such a hurry. It’s
never easy giving so much of oneself to help others, but
he’d say it was because he had so much to give.

He also taught me inner strength and self-belief. When
I'd be having trouble at school, he always said to study
harder, more diligently. If the results didn’t come, it
was because I wasn’t working hard enough. He said
that there are 4 types of people in the world, the smart
and hard-working ones, the smart and lazy ones, the
dumb and hard-working ones, and the dumb and lazy
ones. “We already have a smart and hard-working one
in family, which are you going to be?” When I said I'd
be a dumb and hard-working one, he’d just say there
were worse things.
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o _Qiheljs dld Iguess th_at._’;s. W_h.y_ i s_tll_J_ fef;l lqlc_c_ he is w1th
me, even if his body has shuffled off this mortal coil.

I know he’s still watching out for us, and there aren’t too
many greater feelings in this world than knowing that
someone has got your back no matter what, in this world
in the next.

He may not have been the best father, the best husband,
the best sibling, or the best son, but he tried to be and
succeeded more often than not and that’s why he is the
greatest man I will ever know.
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